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The ANFWDC held it’s General, Annual General and State Insurance Officers meetings in Brisbane on the weekend of the 15th–16th September 2012. A full copy will be available once they are ratified. Some points to come out of that meeting are,

(a) The Meeting was addressed by the Hon Steven Dickson MP Minister for National Parks, Recreation, Sport and Racing in Qld. (In short) Steven wants to hear and work with us, know more about the QLD trails concept, wants submissions from 4WDQLD. WILL NOT fund the administration, wants to build access and trails (for Tourism), looking at a new permit system in Qld, “One permit system for the whole of the State”, looking at the cost of the permit fee and he would like our support. We agreed to support it but want a cost that is NOT prohibitive. Fraser Island is an example where Clubs have to buy a Permit to clean-up the Island. The Minister will investigate the best way of issuing permits as there have been some on-line problems. Lee said the ANFWDC has been issuing CSR Permits on-line for five (5) years with very few problems. Looking into the size of campsites; they are too small for today’s travelers. A new promotional campaign, “Driving on a Beach/Watch out for Children”. The Minister said he loved the idea and said they could send them out via every registration renewal certificate.
(b)  Native title has been granted to tracks in the Kimberly’s and an exploration company wants access to the land. ANFWDC will “possibly” be issuing Permits. At this stage no costs discussed but they will be kept to a minimum.
(c) The early Holden Colorado advert used a snatch strap on a tow ball to retrieve a vehicle. The ANFWDC contacted the Advertising Agency which changed the Advert to meet our safety requirements.
(d) The KJ Org told us that they will be issuing CSR Permits (effective 1st Oct 2012). NB Since the Meeting the major landowners along the CSR the Martu people had no idea this is taking place and have demanded that we continue issuing the permits. The ANFWDC will still continue issuing permits until further notice.
(e) A Business Plan meeting has been set for November to provide direction for the ANFWDC. i.e. Media policy, Federal and State Ministerial contacts, Advertising agency contacts and its merchandising and marketing strategies.

(f)  State Insurance Officers Report
The Voluntary workers insurance scheme, 85%-90% of hours being used. Cost to remain the same but hours need to be increased to 2500 hours (a year). A basic guide to insurance was discussed but would raise more questions than answers. A FAQ document to be investigated as well as a Special Events guide for Clubs. A competition is being run through the SIO’s to obtain individual email addresses. Confidentiality is paramount and held by the State Association. Reasoning is to get information out to individual Club members direct. No information will be sent unless approved by the respective State Associations Executive.

SIO’s will now only meet once a year (in Adelaide March/April) approx two (2) weeks prior to the ANFWDC meeting so SIO’s Minutes are available.

Gunther Kettniss (former Qld SIO) was appointed as the States Insurance Coordinator. This is a Project type role, i.e. if a State is falling behind in MV insurance take-up then Gunther will contact the SIO and get him/her to “get out to the Clubs and inform the members about the scheme”. The SIO’s will create a PID and responsibilities for this position. 

(g) VSI50 vehicle modifications were discussed and the ANFWDC, AAAA are working on a standard to ensure that after a vehicle leaves the ‘car yard” all modifications i.e. lift kits etc are done to a safety standard.
(h) CBT (ANFWDC training manuals) reported that the “new” manuals were being printed and there are new sections covering oil and mining companies, all wheel drive vehicles. Ian is contacting all RTO’s that use the manuals to create a 4WD RTO interest group. This group will have input into future RTO training needs.
(i) FWDV put forward ten (10) questions regarding the ANFWDC. All were answered to their satisfaction BUT the ANFWDC needs to do more and with a new President at the helm this should be achieved. 

(j) FWDSA moved that the ANFWDC needs to change its name from the ANFWDC to Four Wheel Drive Australia. The ANFWDC has FWDA as a “trading name” with ASIC so we should “close that down” as nothing has been achieved with it (not the fault of the Directors) and a new constitution be lodged with the DFT as Four Wheel drive Australia Inc. The Public Officer will pursue this.
(k) General discussion on the Qld Snatch strap legislation. All States to get a copy as this may be introduced Federally. There are no changes to the way we (safely) use snatch straps but the way they are made, branded etc.

(l) ANFWDC to now meet four (4) times a year, i.e. two “face to face” and two “phone/video conferences” dates to be set but the Months are Feb, May, Aug and Sep. Both the May and Sep can be video/phone conferences.
(m) SIO’s meetings are now yearly and held in SA due to the availability of documents etc from TCIS.
(n) Discussion re a minute taker for the meetings. Qld said ‘we have a Secretary” so why is it not his/her responsibility to take ANFWDC minutes. SA added that this will be an extra cost by appointing a minute secretary to attend all meetings. Discussion is on-going.

(o) Some States complained that there is very little communication between the States on day to day events. Lee said FWDSA continues to inform all States of “what is or happening in SA”. Qld said they do, so did NSW. Resolved that the other States need to communicate like SA, Qld and NSW.

(p) A National trail was discussed by Qld, Scott suggested that if each State sent him “info” about the iconic trails/tracks he could possibly “link them together” so any members travelling from (say) Brisbane to Perth could deviate and use these tracks as part of their trip.
(q) The ANFWDC is looking at setting up a “Facebook” section on its website. Qld and Vic have facebook sites. Russell said Vic had 1756+ hits in one week. Scott said that whilst it will be a useful tool “someone” needs to drive it and run it otherwise it will not work. Lee said SA is looking at it as well for his State.

Annual General Meeting.

Elections held, President Peter Fenwick (NSW), Vice President Eric Morey (WA), Secretary Rodney Clark (TAS), and Treasurer Lee Smith (SA). Victoria, Queensland and the Northern Territory make up the rest of the management Committee.

Appointed Positions. Ian Lacey (CBT Manager), Gunther Kettniss (State Insurance Coordinator/Project Officer), Rob Kelly (Website Manager), Lee Smith (Permit Manager), George Cottee (Public Officer).
FURTHER DETAILS AVAILABLE ON THE FWDSA WEBSITE

www.4wdsa.asn.au


